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Synopsis

The lessons are so clear and easy to follow that a complete beginner can learn to play a simple tune
at first sitting. Then through a specially selected series of folk tunes, beginners are carefully guided
through all the basics of playing one step at a time. Intermediate and advanced players will enjoy
exploring this book’s exciting collection of traditional music. There are 83 pieces in all - jigs, reels,
hornpipes, fife tunes, slow airs, Highland flings, morris dances and lots more. Each piece is played
on the CD by renowned New York tin whistle teacher, Bill Ochs. An advanced ornamentation tutorial

is also included with key of D CD.
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Customer Reviews

A great book to bring along to a weekend learning session...the selection of tunes is very good. --
John Brophy, Irish Music, September, 20010ne of the best introductions to traditional music ever
written...a best-seller in its field... -- Don Meade, The Irish Voice, June 13, 2001Very user-friendly...a
teaching method that works well for students of all ages. --Dave Soyars, Dirty Linen, Dec. ’01/Jan.
'02

Author/musician Bill Ochs has been called "a central figure in the renaissance of the tin whistle" by
National Public Radio’s All Things Considered and "the leading tin whistle teacher in North America"
by The Irish Voice. He has devoted over thirty years to playing and teaching the instrument.
Performing credits include playing and arranging the music for the Broadway production of O’Neill’'s
A Touch of the Poet, as well as touring the U.S. in the NEA-sponsored program The Best in Irish

Music and Dance in America.



This is a newer edition of a classic Tin whistlers tutorial and songbook. The larger format of the
newer edition is nice. I've been a whistler for years, and still like this book. There are bits of history

all through the book too, which | like. Can’t go wrong with this one.

ok - probable would not purchase again - can get most info on youtube..if you like a book though

this is very nice

Here are the contents of this book so you can see for yourself whether it is a match for your ability

and interest, and whether there are enough tunes you don’t already have to make purchase worth

your while..... TUNES...........oooiiiiiee OTHER CONTENT.....Au Clair de la
Lune....occeeeeenininnns ABCs of MusicBalmoral Castle...........cccccce......... American Fife TunesBlue-Eyed
Stranger, The............... A Note About BreathingBoatman, The...........cccccoceeenee C
NaturalBonaparte’s Grand March.............. CransBonny, Bonny Broom, The.............. CutsBoston
March, The........ccouuuennnnene. Dotted Eighth NotesBoy That Shaved His Father, The....Dotted Half
NotesBoys of 25, The......ccccceecuveeennnes Dotted Quarter NotesBrochan Lom...........cccccuvvveeeennnn. First
NotesCasadh An tSugain..........ccccccuee. Half NotesCat’s Jig, The......c..ccocvriinieiinnnn. High C# and
DCion A’ Bhuntata...........ccceuuvvneeeee. History of the Tin WhistleClarke Tinwhistle Co,

The............... HornpipesClay of Cill Creggan, The................ Ornamentation in Irish MusicConstant
Billy...eeeeeeeeeee e Playing With Other InstrumentsCutty’s Wedding........ccccoeccveeeeennns Quarter
NotesDon Oiche Ud i mBeithil.................. ReelsDrummond Castle...........cccceevieenne Reels With
RollsDurham Rangers, The.................... RollsEagle’s Whistle, The...................... Short RollsEgan’s
Polka.......coooiiiiiieiiieeee. Sixteenth NotesFor The Sakes Of Old Decency......... Slow AirsFraher’s
N[0 TSR SlurringGay Gordons, The.........cccccevueennee StrathspeysGirl | left Behind Me,
The..ooveeee. Third Octave NotesGo Tell Aunt Rhody.........c...cccuueeee.. TonguingGovernor King’'s
March......ccccooneeeee. TransposingHelston Furry, The...........ccccceene Whole NotesHey Diddle DiddleHot

Punchl'll Go & Enlist For A Sailorldbury Hilldim Ward’s Jigdohn In The FogJohnny Get Your Hair
CutJohnny Mickey’s PolkaKatie BairdieKemp’s JigKilt Is My DelightKitty’'s Gone A MilkingL'il Liza
JanelLadies’ Pleasure, THelLads-A-BunchumLewis Bridal Song, TheLittle Bag Of Spuds, ThelLittle
Fair Cannavans, TheLondon BridgeLyke Wake Dirge, TheMaggie PickensMairi’'s WeddingMarching
The Soldier AlongMaurice Manley’s PolkaMerrily We Roll AlongMitty MattyMorris DancesMuckin’ O’
Geordies’ Byre, TheMuffin Man, TheNora CrionaOats & Beans & Barley GrowOIld Cape Breton
MarchOld Grey Cat, TheOn The Road To BostonOranges & LemonsOver The WaterfallOyster



Wives’ Rant, TheParting Glass, ThePigtownPoll HapennyQuaker's Wife, TheQuick ScotchRolling In
The BarrelRolling In The RyegrassRufty TuftyRyan’s Slip JigScarce O’ TattiesScattery Island
SlideSean Sa CheoSteamboat Hornpipe, TheStory of Whistling Billy, TheSweet Betsy From
PikeTarmon’s PolkaThat Night In BethlehemTim Finnegan’s WakeTralee GaolTrip To Tunbridge,
TheTwinkle, Twinkle Little StarTwisting of The Hayrope, TheUir-Chill A’ ChreagainWagoner’s Lad,
TheWallflowersWest Fork GalsWhat Shall We Do With A Drunken Sailor?Will You Go To Sheriff

Muir?Wise NoraYankee Doodle

| already read music, but it looks like the book gives a decent introduction for learners who aren’t
familiar with the concept. The notation is weak, | would have much preferred if staccatos, grace
notes, trills, and the like were marked in the songs beyond the initial lessons to match the style
played on the companion CD. Decent beginner book, but if you already understand the concepts of

playing a wind instrument and can get a decent tone, skip to a Fake/Real book.

I’'m working my way through this book and | have progressed so much, quite quickly. | do have a lot
of experience with woodwind instruments. | highly recommend utilizing the CD as it is quite helpful,

especially when you get to the ornamentation sections. Happy playing!

| purchased this as a gift to go along with the Clarke tin whistle | bought for my very musical
10-year-old granddaughter. She lives in another state and delivery was perfect timing before
Christmas. She loves the book and CD as well as the tin whistle.She is thrilled that she can also use
the book to play Celtic music on the piano. She was hoping for more sheet music, as she’s
mastered everything she has. This fit the bill and more. She can play along on the piano with the CD
to help learn a new song, or play along on the tin whistle, too. She says she’ll play a Celtic concert

for me when | come visit the next time--her new tin whistle AND the piano.

This is not the easiest thing to master "immediately" but if you are willing to put in some practice
time, the tin whistle and the Clarke Tin Whistle Deluxe Edition book with the CD is well worth the
purchase. With the actual lesson you are on your own with the learning notes, etc. the cd introduces
you to the music, but know your lessons first. | am having so,much fun with it. | also found not
getting too far ahead is wise. | stayed in one place til | had felt completely comfortable with what the

lesson was. You need to,practice and persevere but so worth the effort.



| bought a couple of books of songs | want to learn, but they have no instruction to build up to the
level of skill needed to play them. This book fills that gap, and | am learning from a beginner level

and progressing well.
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